
A beautiful river, but scientists warn the water may not be a attractive as it looks due to prescription drug waste (Credit:
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Drugs swamping world's rivers, say
researchers

The world's rivers are quickly getting clogged up with prescription drug
waste, researchers told the European Geosciences Union conference in
Vienna yesterday, writes Greenwire, the leader in energy and environment
news.

The researchers told the conference that if the trend continues,
pharmaceutical waste levels could spike by two-thirds in waterways before

https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2018/04/11/stories/1060078735


2050.

Francesco Bregoli, a researcher at the IHE Delft Institute for Water Education
in the Netherlands, was quoted as saying: "A large part of the freshwater
ecosystems is potentially endangered by the high concentration of
pharmaceuticals".

Bregoli led an international team that developed a way to track
pharmaceutical pollution "hot spots." 

According to the Greenwire report that cited several news
sources (AFP/LondonGuardian, April 10), Bregoli and his team used
diclofenac, a common anti-inflammatory, as a proxy to measure the spread of
a wide range of pharmaceuticals that have been found in freshwater
ecosystems at levels dangerous to wildlife.

"Diclofenac emissions are similar to any of thousands of pharmaceuticals and
personal care products," Bregoli said.

Only a small fraction of the diclofenac is filtered out by plants, while the rest
contaminates freshwater ecosystems or makes its way to the ocean, the
researchers found.

The team looked primarily at data from Europe and North America, but
concluded it's likely to be even worse in less developed countries with less
extensive sewage infrastructure.

Bluewater provides point-of-use water purifiers that are designed to remove
drugs and other contaminants from drinking water supplied from municipal
or alternative sources. Bluewater has launched a 'Clean Water Movement' to
help ban the use of single-use plastics, please join here

#NoSingleUsePlastics

Founded 2013 in Stockholm, Sweden, Bluewater has set its sights on being
the world's most planet-friendly water purification and beverage company by
innovating and marketing disruptive hydration solutions for home, work, and

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/apr/11/drug-waste-clogs-rivers-around-the-world-scientists-say
http://www.bluewatergroup.com
https://www.bluewatergroup.com/event/bluewater-clean-water-movement/


play. Bluewater products are available globally to consumers, hotel and
catering operations, event and venue organizations, and educational
institutions. www.bluewatergroup.com[IG1]
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